Learning English through Poems and Songs


Shape Poems

Shape poems are when the words of the poem are laid out on the page in a way which mirrors their meaning. They often look artistic.
Learning Activity 1

Expressing meaning with fonts

One way to make a word look as well as mean “artistic” is the use of appropriate fonts. Think of the way in which we sometimes write “love” as a heart (especially on T-shirts):
I ♥ Hong Kong
Or we could simply turn the letter “o” in it into a heart shape:
L♥VE
For the word “sad”, we could add some tears falling off the letters:

sad(





(
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Such technique could also be applied to phrases as in the example below:
jump higher
Now, write some of the following words in a suitable way. You can use only the letters or add some artwork. You may also add a couple of words of your own choice.
	angry
	happy
	tired
	winner
	cat
	fish
	clock
	fall over


	


Learning Activity 2

Expressing meaning with layout
Below are two versions of a short poem on a car crash:

	Version A

Two cars driven carelessly
Suddenly could not stop

And crashed and smashed into one another.
	
	Version B

Two  cars driven ccraelsssyl  suddenlycouldnotstopand 

crash             hed      one

     edandsmas      into   another


What effects have the poet created through the layout of the words in Version B (e.g. in terms of spacing, spelling)? How do these relate to the meaning of the poem? Discuss with your partner.
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 3
Writing a shape poem
Some poems are even more like pictures. The words of a shape poem both describes the subject matter and are arranged in the shape of what they describe. Visit the website below for an example of a shape poem on shoes: 

http://www.literacyrules.com/pdf/Shoes4.pdf
You will read more examples of shape poems on websites that your teacher has selected for you.
Now, write a short shape poem on the following or any other topics of your choice:

· a snake

· a skyscraper

· an arch

· a Christmas tree

· a triangle

· body

· a star

· a Chinese character created out of English words

Use words and expressions that are relevant to the chosen topic to create an image in an interesting way.
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